
2010 QUALIFYING DATES 

FOR COUNTY OFFICES 
Qualifying begins at noon on Monday, June 14, and ends at 

noon on Friday, June 18. Florida law allows the Elections 

Office to begin holding qualifying papers 14 days prior to 

the beginning of the qualifying period, so we will begin 

holding papers on June 1. The noon deadline on June 18 is 

set by Florida law and there can be no exceptions. 

This brochure is customized for COUNTY 

candidates in Calhoun County, Florida. It does not 

address multicounty, statewide or federal candidates. 

Information Source:  Florida Division of Elections  

Are in-kind contributions subject to the same 

limitations as monetary contributions? Yes. 

In Chapter 106, F.S., the definition of a 

"contribution" includes contributions in-kind 

having an attributable monetary value in any 

form. Therefore, in-kind contributions are 

subject to the same limitations set for monetary 

contributions.  

How is the value of an in-kind contribution 

determined? The contributor must inform the 

person receiving the contribution of the fair 

market value at the time it is given.  

Can a corporation give to a candidate? Yes.  

A corporation is under the definition of a 

"person" in Chapter 106, F.S. 

Is there a deadline for accepting contributions to 

my campaign? Yes. For the 2010 deadline 

dates, see your Campaign Handbook for 

Candidates 2010. 

I am opposed in the General Election, but I have 

no opposition in the Primary Election; 

therefore, my name will not be on the 

Primary Election ballot. Must I abide by the 

prohibition on accepting contributions less 

than five days prior to the Primary 

Election? No. Only candidates opposed in the 

Primary Election are required to comply. 

However, since you are opposed and your 

name will appear on the General Election 

ballot, you are required to abide by the 

prohibition on accepting contributions less than 

5 days prior to the General Election.  

Can I conduct a raffle to raise money for my 

campaign? No. Pursuant to S. 849.09, Florida 

Statutes, it is unlawful for any person in this 

state to set up, promote, or conduct any lottery 

for money or anything of value.  

I was given cash at a rally and have no 

information on whom it is from. What do I 

do? Report this contribution on your campaign 

report but do not spend these funds on the 

campaign. After the campaign is over, dispose 

of the funds pursuant to S. 106.141, F.S.  

If my treasurer is out of town, can I have an 

extension to file my report? No. The election 

laws do not provide for an extension under these 

circumstances.  

If I make a mistake on my report can I correct it? 

Yes. After filing your report, in order to correct 

mistakes or add and delete information, you must 

submit an "amendment."  

If I am late submitting my report, how is my fine 

calculated? For candidates, political committees, 

electioneering communication organizations and 

independent expenditures, the fine is $50 per day 

for the first 3 days late and, thereafter, $500 per 

day for each late day, not to exceed 25% of the 

total receipts or expenditures, whichever is greater 

for the period covered by the late report. However, 

for reports immediately preceding the Primary 

Election and General Election, the fine shall be 

$500 per day for each day, not to exceed 25% of 

the total receipts or expenditures, whichever is 

greater, for the period covered by the late report.  

Campaign Finance (Continued)  
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OFOF  EELECTIONSLECTIONS  
20859 Central Avenue East, Room G-10 

Blountstown, Florida 32424 
Phone (850) 674-8568 Î Fax (850) 674-2449 

E-mail soecalco@fairpoint.net 
On the Web: www.votecalhoun.com 

  

Have more 
Questions?  

(850) 674-8568 

Your Calhoun County  

Elections Office Staff:  

Margie C. Laramore  
Supervisor of Elections 

(Home 762-3405) 

Melanie Norwood Aycock  
Assistant Supervisor of Elections  

(Home 674-1321) 

Angie Senterfitt  

Deputy Supervisor of Elections 
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IMPORTANT !!  
If you donõt file your qualifying papers 
during the qualifying period or the holding 
period provided by law, you WILL NOT be 
a candidate and your name WILL NOT 
appear on a ballot. By law there can be no 

exceptions.  

For 2010 Calhoun County offices, qualifying 
begins at noon on Monday, June 14, and 
ends at noon on Friday, June 18, 2010.  
Qualifying papers MUST be complete and 
filed by the noon deadline on June 18 or you 
will NOT be a candidate and your name will 
NOT appear on a ballot. By law, there can be 

no exceptions. 

Florida  law allows the Elections Office to 
begin holding qualifying papers 14 days prior 
to the beginning of the qualifying period, so 
there is plenty of time for you to have your 
documents filed in our office by the deadline. 

We will begin holding papers on June 1.   

Faxed papers cannot be accepted. 

Floridaôs election laws 

can sometimes be a bit 

perplexing. We can help 

you with any questions 

or concerns you may 

have, so donôt hesitate 

to give us a call. Margie 

and Melanie are 

available evenings and 

weekends, if needed, at 

their home telephone 

numbers, listed below. 

We welcome your 

questions. 

COUNTY OFFICES  

TO BE FILLED: 

County Commission, 
Districts 2 & 4 

School Board (NP), 
Districts 2, 3 & 5 

Primary Election 
August 24 

General Election 
November 2 



A Reference for the Best of Us ... 

Candidates  

When may I announce my candidacy? You may 

announce your candidacy anytime you want, but 

your candidacy is not official until you have filed 

your Appointment of Campaign Treasurer and 

Designation of Campaign Depository (DS-DE 9) 

with the Supervisor of Elections Office. 

Do I have to designate a campaign treasurer and 

depository before I make public my intention 

to run for office? No. A person must appoint a 

campaign treasurer and designate a depository 

prior to qualifying for office, obtaining petitions, 

accepting contributions or making expenditures. 

Nothing in the election laws prohibits a person 

from announcing his or her intention to become a 

candidate prior to designating a treasurer or 

depository as long as no contributions are 

received and no expenditures are made in 

connection with that announcement.  

If I want to be a no-party -affiliation candidate, can 

I still be registered to vote as a Republican or 

Democrat? Yes. Any registered elector who 

qualifies for office without party affiliation will 

have his or her name placed on the General 

Election ballot without party affiliation.  

What if I want to change my campaign treasurer 

or other officers? File a reappointment of 

campaign treasurer using a Form DS-DE 9 with 

the Supervisor of Elections (the filing officer) 

along with a copy of the letter of resignation or 

removal.  

Campaign Advertising  

What information must be included on a political 

disclaimer?  

Political advertisement for partisan office paid 

for  by a candidate: Political advertisement paid 
for and approved by (name of candidate), 
(party affiliation), for (office sought). 

Political advertisement for partisan office paid 

for  by a candidate who is running without party 

affiliation (NPA): Political advertisement paid 
for and approved by (name of candidate), no 
party affiliation, for (office sought). 

Political advertisement for nonpartisan office 

paid for  by a candidate: Political advertisement 
paid for and approved by (name of candidate) 
for (office sought). 

Political advertisement not paid for  by a 

candidate: 

Paid political advertisement (or pd. pol. adv.) 
(name and address of the persons 
sponsoring the advertisement) 

For more disclaimer examples and 

complete details, see your Campaign 

Handbook for Candidates 2010 and 

Chapter 106, Florida Statutes. The 

disclaimers shown here do not 

represent every type of political 

disclaimer for all advertising situations. 

 

Can my political advertisement say "re-elect" if 

I'm not the incumbent? The word "re-elect" may 

not be used if the candidate is not the incumbent 

for the office sought. Also, the word "for" must be 

used between the name of the candidate and the 

office sought when the candidate is NOT an 

incumbent. 

What is an electioneering communication? An 

electioneering communication is a paid 

expression other than the spoken word that refers 

to or depicts a clearly identified candidate or 

issue, but does not expressly advocate the election 

or defeat of a candidate or issue. ñExpressly 

advocateò means the communication has words 

such as "vote for," "vote against" or "elect."  For 

more information on electioneering 

communications, including disclaimers and 

reporting, contact our office. 

Campaign Finance  

May a candidate appoint himself or herself as 

campaign treasurer? Yes.  

Must a campaign treasurer be a registered voter in 

Florida? No. It is no longer required for the 

campaign treasurer to be a registered voter in 

Florida. 

How many deputy treasurers may a county 

candidate have? Candidates for county office 

may appoint up to 3 deputy treasurers.  

Can a deputy treasurer file and submit campaign 

reports? Yes. A deputy treasurer may perform all 

of the duties of a campaign treasurer when 

specifically authorized to do so by the campaign 

treasurer in the case of a candidate.  

IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT  

2010 QUALIFYING DEADLINES  

For 2010 Calhoun County offices, qualifying begins at noon on 
Monday, June 14, and ends at noon on Friday, June 18, 2010.  
Qualifying papers MUST be complete and filed by the noon deadline 
on June 18 or you will NOT be a candidate and your name will NOT 
appear on a ballot. By law, there can be no exceptions. 

Florida  law allows the Elections Office to begin holding qualifying 
papers 14 days prior to the beginning of the qualifying period, so there 
is plenty of time for you to have your documents filed in our office by 
the deadline. We will begin holding papers on June 1.   

Faxed papers cannot be accepted. 

Calhoun County Candidates: 

Petitions are due in the 

Supervisor of Elections Office by 

noon on May 17, 2010. Petition 

fees must be paid from your 

campaign account. 

Petitions 

When can I start collecting signatures to qualify as 

a petition candidate? Before collecting any 

signatures, all candidates (except federal 

candidates) must file the Appointment of 

Campaign Treasurer and Designation of Campaign 

Depository (Form DS-DE 9) with the filing officer. 

For the offices up for election in Calhoun County 

in 2010, each petition must be submitted to the 

Supervisor of Elections (the filing officer) before 

noon on the 28th day preceding the first day of 

the qualifying period for the office sought  

(S. 99.095, F.S.). 

What are the contribution limits for candidates?   

A candidate may not: 

accept more than $500 from any one person 

per election, provided the candidate is an 

opposed candidate and the contribution is 

received within the time frame applicable to 

each election. (Note: Cash contributions are 

limited to $50 per election.) 

accept contributions from family members in 

excess of $500 per election or more than $100 

per election from an unemancipated child 

under the age of 18. 

accept contributions in cash or by means of a 

cashierôs check in excess of $50 per election. 

(Note: Cash contributions should be reported 

on campaign treasurerôs reports to include the 

full name and address of each person who 

gave a cash contribution during the  reporting 

period, together with the amount and date of 

such cash contribution.) 

accept contributions after the date he or she 

withdraws his or her candidacy, is defeated, 

becomes unopposed or is elected. 

 

For complete details, including 2010 

deadlines for accepting contributions, see 

your Campaign Handbook for 

Candidates 2010. 

 

Who is responsible for keeping tabs on aggregate 

totals of campaign contributions? The campaign 

treasurer is responsible for receiving and reporting 

all contributions.  

Do I have to itemize small contributions of $5, $10, 

$50, etc.? Yes. The law provides no exceptions 

for the reporting of contribution information, 

regardless of the size of the contribution. The 

full name and address of the contributor are also 

required.  
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